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 Merry Christmas 
                    and a Happy New Year ! 

 
 
Hard to believe that the year is slipping to its end and a new year is not far 
off. Isn’t it? 
 
We’re now in the season of Advent. It’s that period of weeks during                          
December which lead us up to Christmas and beyond. It’s such a pity that we 
have allowed these two seasons simply to merge in the minds and practices 
of many. Outside the Church, so many in our society no longer value the                     
distinctive contribution each can bring. Christmas trees can be seen through 
house windows earlier and earlier. It would appear we simply don’t have the 
patience to endure Advent. In today’s social-media soaked world of instant 
soundbites, why should we ? 
 
Perhaps because Advent reflects something of that deep need, inherent within 
us all, to press the pause button of our incessantly busy lifestyle and take 
time for some reflection, self-examination, restraint and maybe even,                           
discipline. It’s an invitation to take stock of the world in which we live and of 
our part in it; to try to make sense, as best as we are able, of the realities of 
life today, its beauty and its pain. Advent is not an easy time, for sure. It so 
perfectly matches the season of the year: the trees stripped of their leaves, 
standing against the winter sky, austere, mysterious, haunting. 

 
A book I recently read captures the season superbly.  It’s called, ‘Listening to 
the Music of the Soul’ by Bishop Guli Francis-Dehqani. It’s such an                        
evocative title.  It’s message expresses our need to find ways of connecting, 
in a meaningful way, with the ground of our being. But what does that mean?  
It is emphasising the importance of  ‘letting go’ those things in our life which 
cause us so much pressure through our bitterness, and resentment, and regret; 
and seeking instead what lies deepest in our heart and what speaks of who we 
really are, the things that are important to us; how we relate to the world, to 
each other and to our faith. It’s a quest for authenticity. 
 
Authenticity in faith is all about our relationship with that power greater than 
our own, which we call, God. In an article by Bishop Dehqani, she mentions 
a past mentor-in-faith for me, Michael Mayne, one-time vicar of St Mary’s in 
Cambridge and, then, Dean of Westminster Abbey. He wrote a book in 
which he advocated our discovery of the enduring ‘melodies of faith’. By 
that, he meant the truths that lie deep at Christianity’s core: God’s abiding 
love shown in and through the person of Jesus, and his vision of a just and 
harmonious society on earth. 

  



Advent wonderfully leads us into our joyful celebration of Christmas. As 
these remaining weeks of this year fade into history, why not do yourself an 
immense favour?  Take a thought about those ‘enduring melodies’ that sustain 
our life and our daily living. Realise that you are not alone in your deep                      
necessity to do so.  Come, and join others and share their search in coming to 
terms with the tension that holds the pain and beauty of life’s realities                                   
together. I call it worship. Within Paisley Abbey, it is one of life’s glories. 
 
May Advent pondering lead you to a blessed and joyous Christmas. 
 
Jim Gibson 
Interim Minister at the Abbey. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

FOR FURTHER REFLECTION 
 
Absolutely New and profoundly Disturbing 
 
“The greatest temptation that assails Christian is that in effect, for most of us, 
the gospel has ceased to be news.  And if it is not news, it is not gospel. For 
the gospel is the proclamation of something absolutely new, everlastingly 
new. Not a message that was once new but is now two thousand years old … 
the message of the gospel when it was first preached was profoundly                            
disturbing to those who wanted to cling to well-established religious patterns, 
the ancient and accepted ways, the ways that were not dangerous and which 
contained no surprises.” 
                                                                                                 
Thomas Merton. 
 

 

 
VOLUNTEERING AT THE ABBEY 

 
Over a long number of years, we have been very grateful to friends and                
supporters of the Church for their willingness to volunteer time and energy to 
help us in so many different ways at the Abbey.  Their assistance in church, 
shop or café has often brought a new freshness to our work and perspective. 
Without their help we simply could not have done what has been attempted.  
Volunteers are a much valued asset without whom the Abbey would be much 
the poorer. 
 
If you would like to find out what our Volunteers do or, if you know some-
one who might be interested in helping us, please do make contact with the 
Abbey office (0141 889 7654 or 
info@paisleyabbey.org.uk) and we will be delighted to speak with you.  
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ALLOVUS 
 
Meets every second Wednesday afternoon from 1.30pm to 3.00pm in the          
glorious Panel Room of the Place of Paisley. The all-age group is comprised 
of non-Church members as well as folks who have been members of the                  
Abbey for decades. The groups purpose is to enable people to enjoy the                 
company of friends while meeting new folks. In short, everybody is                           
welcome. 
 
Since restarting in September, a wide variety of events, activities and talks 
have been greatly enjoyed: from yoga to hearing a fascinating talk about 
chaplaincy in today’s Royal Navy.  The group next meet on Wednesday, 10th 
for an afternoon with Chic Murray and, then, on the 17th December when 
members look forward to their Christmas Party. 
 
The first meeting of ALLOVUS in the new year will be on Wednesday, 28th 
January 2026 when a ‘Scots Afternoon’ will be held.  Hope to see you there! 

ELDER DUTY TEAMS   
  
  
December  Fiona Small’s Team 
January  David Davidson’s Team 
February  Marion Sommerville’s Team 
 
 

PARISH REGISTER  
 
  
Funeral 
10 November Alvin Blackwood 
 

*************** 
 
 
 

RENFREWSHIRE FOODBANK  

Over the last five years, the number of emergency food parcels provided to 
people in crisis by the Trussel Trust has increased by 73% and last year                    
Renfrewshire Foodbank distributed 5595 food parcels to our local                             
community.  

Renfrewshire Foodbank is part of the Trussel Trust’s UK-wide network of 
food banks, they provide food and practical support to help people in crisis, 
including offering advice and signposting people to other services, like debt 
advice that can help them break free from poverty.  

The Abbey collects food for the Foodbank on the last Sunday of each month. 
The December collection will be on Sunday 28th. You will see trolleys in the 
Cloisters. The congregation is very generous with their donations of non-
perishable goods and money which can be gift-aided. (a form can be                             
provided) If you do not currently contribute, perhaps you could note the date 
in your diary each month and bring along a few items from the shortages list 
which is printed in the Intimations in the Order of  Service. 

The staff at the Foodbank are always really grateful to receive our donations. 
Every little helps. Thank you.                                                        



REVD DR JIM GIBSON 
 

Huge congratulations to the Minister Rev. Dr  Jim Gibson, on receiving an          
Honorary Doctorate from UWS last month at the Abbey. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revd Dr Jim Gibson with 
Professor James Miller, 
Principal and Vice               
chancellor of UWS. 

 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE 
 

PAISLEY ABBEY 
 

WEDNESDAY 17 DECEMBER 2025 at 7 pm 
 

Introduced by SARAH MCMULLEN, BBC Scotland 
 

with  
Colonel Peter McCarthy, Lord Lieutenant of Renfrewshire 

and 
 Mrs Iona McDonald, Lord Lieutenant of Ayrshire and Arran 
 
 
     
        Featuring:      ‘Caring Agencies in the Community’ 
 
     Supported by: 
                              Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra 
                            Ayrshire Chamber Ensemble 
                             (National Schools Runners-up) 
                            Renfrewshire String Ensemble 
                             Paisley Abbey Choir & Organ 

 
                       
Tickets are FREE OF CHARGE and are available from  

                  The Abbey Office and Abbey Shop. 
 
info@paisleyabbey.org.uk  
0141 889 7654 



  
 

ABBEY GIFT SHOP 
  

New deliveries in the shop in time for the festive season. The popular                  
Chrystal shortbread is back in stock with a Christmas gift tin at £20. New in 
the shop is a hamper from local supplier Threpwood Fayre. The Beith based 
producers have put together a delicious selection of their own tablet and 
chocolates, and included a portion of traditional Cloothie Dumpling as well 
as shortbread and chocolate, price £28. The idea Christmas gift or a welcome 
First Foot. 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                 ABBEY CHRISTMAS TREE 
 

The Christmas tree arrived on Monday  
and was decorated by the Abbey elves!! 

 
  



    DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

  THE CHRISTMAS ORCHESTRA 
Tuesday 9 December at 6 pm & 8.30 pm 

Tickets available from www.tickettailor.com/events 
 

ACCORD CAROL SERVICE 
Thursday 11 December at 11 am 

Tickets available from Accord Hospice 
 

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Sunday 14 December at 1 pm at Ralston Golf Club 

Tickets are now available from the Abbey shop 
 

LONDON CONCERTANTE 
Moonlight Sonata by Candlelight 
Sunday 14 December at 2.30 pm 

Tickets available from www.candlelightconcerts.co.uk 
 

LONDON CONCERTANTE 
Viennese Christmas 

Sunday 14 December at 5 pm 
Tickets available from www.candlelightconcerts.co.uk 

 
 ROYAL FOUNDATION CAROL SERVICE 

Wednesday 17 December at 7 pm 
 ‘Love in the Community’ in aid of The Royal Foundation  

(Prince and Princess of Wales Trust) 
Tickets are free of charge and are available from the Abbey shop. 

 
  

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

  SATURDAY LUNCH HOUR CONCERTS 
 
 

   

 Concerts at 12.30 pm 
Admission is £5 payable at the door 

 
13 December 
Abbey Brass 

 
24 January  

Karolina Kubalkova (piano) 
 

21 February 
Richard Craig (Flute) & Michael Bonaventure (Organ) 

 
14 March 

Alistair Savage & Friends 
 

21 March 
Scottish Clarinet Choir 

 
18 April 

Abbey Strings 
 

 
 
  



 EVENTS AT THE ABBEY THIS YEAR 
 

We have had various events at the Abbey this year which include: 
 
Coats Choral Society, RSNO, London Film Orchestra, Renfrewshire Schools 
Concerts, London Concertante (on several occasions), Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra, Princess Prom, University Graduations & Football Presentations 
to name a few. 
 
We also had Saturday Lunch Time Concerts, Sunday Organ Recitals and our 
Tuesday & Thursday guided tours which now include Saturdays due to                    
demand. There have also been private guided tours out with the normal 
scheduled times. We have had school groups, student groups and Scout visits 
also! 
 
We had Sma’ Shot Day, Doors Open Day and our Founders Festival which 
was in  October.  
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Paisley Abbey Choir  
Presents Bach's St John Passion  

 
 
 
 

Sunday 15th March 2026  
directed by George McPhee 

 
Soloists will include Mhairi Lawson  
and former Abbey choir scholars  

Matthew Mckinney 
Zsuzana Cerveni  

David Lee. 
 

More details to follow 



Advent & Christmas Services 
 

 
 Sunday 7 December 

11 am Morning Worship on the Second Sunday in Advent 
  

Thursday 11 December 
11 am Accord Carol Service 

Tickets available from Accord 
 

Saturday 13 December 
12.30 pm Recital of Christmas Music by the Abbey Brass 

 
Sunday 14 December - Advent 3 

11 am Morning Worship on the Third Sunday in Advent 
 

Wednesday 17  December 
7 pm Royal Foundation Carol Service 

Tickets available from the Abbey shop and are free of charge 
 

Sunday 21 December  
11 am Morning Worship for the Fourth Sunday in Advent 

 
Wednesday 24 December—Christmas Eve 

3 pm Shoppers & Family Service 
7.30 pm Lessons and Carols upon Christmas Eve 

 
Thursday  25 December - Christmas Day  

10.30 am Choral Communion 
including Charpentier’s ‘Messe de Minuit’  

sung by the Abbey Choir accompanied by a small orchestra. 
 

Sunday 28 December 
11 am Morning Worship on the First Sunday after Christmas 

 
Sunday 4 January 

11 am Morning Worship on the Second Sunday after Christmas 
 

Sunday 11 January 
11 am Readings and Carols for Epiphany 

 
   

ABBEY CONTACTS 
 

 Minister:    Revd. Jim Gibson     
        
 Director of Music:  Dr. George McPhee    
 
 Church Manager:   Linda Barrett      
 Church Secretary:  Karen Kerr     
     
 Session Clerk:   Marion Sommerville 
 Depute Session Clerk: Dr David Davidson 
 Treasurer:    Stewart McDougall 
 
 Abbey Herald:   Karen Kerr 
 
 

  
The Abbey office can be contacted on 0141 889 7654 or by email at - 

 info@paisleyabbey.org.uk 
 

  
The Abbey, shop & café are normally open  

Monday to Saturday from 10 am -  4 pm with last entry at 3.30 pm 
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday tours are normally at 2 pm. 

Please check the website for up to date information. 
 

Apart from 11 am Sunday Services on 28 December & 4 January,  
the Abbey will be closed from 26 December  

and will re open on Thursday 8 January at 10 am. 
There will be no Abbey Herald in January 

 

Abbey website - www.paisleyabbey.org.uk 
Facebook - @paisleyabbey 

Instagram - @paisleyabbeyofficial 
X (formerly Twitter) - @paisley_abbey 

 
  


